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According to the American Meteor Society, which 
received at least 230 reports about a fireball seen in the 
sky, the event was technically a “bolide” blowing up in 
the night sky as it passed through the dense layers of 
the Earth’s atmosphere.

A luminous object burst into the clear starry sky over the 
southeastern coast of Florida from Jacksonville to Miami at 
great speed, only to soon explode and illuminate the skies 
of the Sunshine State with its brightest flash.

According to some eyewitnesses’ accounts, people could 
hear a sonic boom sound quite loud and clear. And many of 
them rushed to immediately share their successful shots on 
social media.

According to the USA Today, citing the operations manager for the American Meteor Society, Mike Hankey, it was most likely a piece 
of an asteroid based on the speed and characteristics of the fireball, but whether it was a piece of the newly discovered 2021 GW4, 
that recently passed the Earth at approximately 12,430 miles (20,000 km) above the surface, is unknown. 

Geostationary satellites, by comparison, orbit about 22,000 miles (35,400 km) above the Earth.

An asteroid is a piece of rock, iron, or ice debris that is inactive in the sense that it does not shed parts of itself. A comet is a whirlpool 
of hydrogen, dust, ice, and rock with a glowing head and tail that leaves a debris trail in its path. 

Asteroids are considered space bodies with a diameter of more than 30m, smaller bodies are called meteoroids.

According to the report, asteroids and their fragments are usually slower than comets and their events last longer.

‘WOAH!’ Watch Fireball Explode, Light Up Sky Over Florida

https://fireball.amsmeteors.org/members/imo_view/event/2021/2281
https://sputniknews.com/asia/202011031080974334-meteor-or-ufo-enigmatic-blazing-flying-object-puzzles-onlookers-in-china/
https://sputniknews.com/asia/202011031080974334-meteor-or-ufo-enigmatic-blazing-flying-object-puzzles-onlookers-in-china/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/04/13/florida-residents-report-seeing-fireball-streak-across-sky-video/7204162002/
https://sputniknews.com/viral/202012171081485863-video-minnesota-police-sheriff-appears-to-capture-meteor-shower-on-camera/
https://sputniknews.com/viral/202012171081485863-video-minnesota-police-sheriff-appears-to-capture-meteor-shower-on-camera/
https://sputniknews.com/uk/202103211082409179-plane-or-meteor-loud-sonic-boom-over-south-west-england-baffles-locals/
https://sputniknews.com/viral/202104141082624326-woah-watch-fireball-explode-light-up-sky-over-florida/

